
1 

Start time: 10:30 – 11:30 A.M. 

For audio, call (647)723-3984 (if you are located within the GTA) 

or call +1(866)365-4406 (toll-free) 

When prompted, enter the access code: 7281777# 

Welcome to today’s webinar: 
 

Exposure to Onscreen Tobacco in Movies  

among Ontario Youth 

                                                                   
Rob Schwartz and Andrea Kita 

 

Brought to you by the Program Training & Consultation Centre in collaboration with the Ontario Tobacco Research Unit. 

 



  

 

 

How to submit any comments or questions during the webinar: 

Enter your  comments/questions 

in this chatbox to share with 

everyone in the webinar 
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Today’s Speakers 

Robert Schwartz 
 

Dr. Robert Schwartz is the Executive 

Director of the Ontario Tobacco  

Research Unit and Associate Professor  

at the Dalla Lana School of Public Health,  

University of Toronto, with interests in 

research, evaluation and knowledge exchange. 
 
Robert.Schwartz@utoronto.ca 
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Today’s Speakers 

Andrea Kita 

 

Andrea Kita has been involved in municipal, 

regional and provincial tobacco control 

programs since 1999. She is the Central West 

Tobacco Control Area Network  Coordinator 

and co-chair of the Ontario Coalition of 

Smoke Free Movies. 
 

Andrea.kita@hamilton.ca  
www.smokefreemovies.ca 
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Exposure to Onscreen Tobacco 

in Movies  

among Ontario Youth 

 

Rob Schwartz, OTRU & 

Andrea Kita, Ontario Coalition for Smoke-Free Movies  

Webinar October 8, 2014 



Webinar Learning Objectives 

Participants will: 

 Understand the current evidence about exposure to onscreen 

tobacco in movies. 

 Gain an understanding of the association between exposure 

and tobacco use behaviour among youth. 

 Become familiar with current Ontario-based evidence to 

inform local planning and program development. 

 Gain insight to initiatives undertaken at the local level. 



1927: First talking picture is released 

Collaboration 

between Big Tobacco 

and Hollywood is well 

documented:  

 

http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/

problem/bigtobacco.html  

 

 

http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/problem/bigtobacco.html
http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/problem/bigtobacco.html
http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/problem/bigtobacco.html
http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/problem/bigtobacco.html
http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/pdf/SFM-Timeline-200509.pdf


1985 - Present 

http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/godeeper/the_science.html  

http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/godeeper/the_science.html
http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/godeeper/the_science.html


Post-Master Settlement Agreement 1998 

 Smoking in movies increases 

 US Attorneys General to MPAA & US film studios 

 WHO endorsement & WNTD 2003  

 Local, regional, provincial  and international action  

 Ontario Tobacco Free Network (OTN)  & Dr. Stan Glantz 
visit Ontario Film Review Board (OFRB), 2005 

 OTN & local youth delegates visit OFRB, 2008 

Result: Tobacco Detailed Observations 

 

 

http://smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu/actnow/encourage_ags.html


Detailed Observation 



Canadian Film Review Boards  

1. British Columbia (Saskatchewan, 

Yukon) www.BPCPA.ca      

2. Alberta 

http://albertafilmratings.ca/  

3. Manitoba 

www.gov.mb.ca/chc/mfcb/  

4. Ontario www.ofrb.ca   

5. Quebec www.rcq.gouv.qc.ca/en/  

6. Maritimes (New Brunswick, Nova 

Scotia Prince Edward Island) 

www.novascotia.ca/snsmr/access/

alcohol-gaming/theatres-

amusements.asp  

 

http://www.bpcpa.ca/
http://albertafilmratings.ca/
http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/mfcb/
http://www.ofrb.ca/
http://www.rcq.gouv.qc.ca/en/
http://www.novascotia.ca/snsmr/access/alcohol-gaming/theatres-amusements.asp
http://www.novascotia.ca/snsmr/access/alcohol-gaming/theatres-amusements.asp
http://www.novascotia.ca/snsmr/access/alcohol-gaming/theatres-amusements.asp
http://www.novascotia.ca/snsmr/access/alcohol-gaming/theatres-amusements.asp
http://www.novascotia.ca/snsmr/access/alcohol-gaming/theatres-amusements.asp
http://www.novascotia.ca/snsmr/access/alcohol-gaming/theatres-amusements.asp


2009-2011 

http://www.who.int/tobacco/publications/marketing/smoke_free_movies_2nd_edition/en/
http://www.smoke-free.ca/pdf_1/2010/tobaccovector.pdf


World Health Organization Recommendations 

1. Rate new movies with smoking R (18A in Ontario) 

2. Strong anti-smoking ads before any movies with 

tobacco at the distributor’s expense 

3. Certify no payoffs 

4. Stop identifying tobacco brands 

5. Films with tobacco assigned a youth rating be 

ineligible for subsidy 



Rated 18A in Ontario= R in US 



2010 - 2014 



2011- 2012 

 2011-Present: Ontario Coalition for Smoke Free 

Movies www.smokefreemovies.ca  

 2012: Ipsos-Reid poll and OTRU report on public 

opinion in Ontario 

 2012: Ontario Coalition for Smoke Free Movies 

delegates visit the OFRB 

   Result: Tobacco Content Advisory 

 

http://www.smokefreemovies.ca/
http://www.ipsos-na.com/news-polls/pressrelease.aspx?id=5251
http://www.ipsos-na.com/news-polls/pressrelease.aspx?id=5251
http://www.ipsos-na.com/news-polls/pressrelease.aspx?id=5251
http://otru.org/ontario-adult-support-restricted-ratings-movies-showing-smoking
http://otru.org/ontario-adult-support-restricted-ratings-movies-showing-smoking


Tobacco Content Advisory 



Questions? 



Exposure to Onscreen Tobacco 

in Movies among Ontario Youth 

Robert Schwartz 
Ontario Tobacco Research Unit 

Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto 

Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 

October 8th, 2014 



 

2012 and 2014: 

 Surgeon General Report  

 
 

“The evidence is sufficient to conclude that 

there is a causal relationship between 

depictions of smoking in the movies and the 

initiation of smoking among young people.” 

 



Surgeon General (cont’d) 

• “.. modernize the Motion Picture Association of America 

voluntary rating system to eliminate smoking from youth-

rated films by awarding any film with smoking or other 

pro tobacco imagery an R rating” 

• “such a change in the [MPAA] rating system would reduce 

in-theater exposures from a current median of about 275 

annual exposures per adolescent from PG-13 movies 

down to approximately 10 or less, adolescent smoking 

would be reduced by an estimated 18%.” 



 

2011- Present: U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services  

 
 

“Because of … exposure to smoking in 

movies 6.4 million children alive today will 

become smokers, and 2 million of these 

children will die prematurely from diseases 

caused by smoking.” 

 



DHSS (cont’d) 

“Giving an R rating to future movies with 

smoking would be expected to reduce the 

number of teen smokers by nearly 1 in 5 

(18%) and prevent one million deaths from 

smoking among children alive today." 

 



OTRU Special Report 

Exposure to Onscreen 

Tobacco in Movies among 

Ontario Youth, 2004-2013  

 

Alexey Babayan  

Rita Luk  

Robert Schwartz  

 

Published online May 2014  

http://otru.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/OTRU-

Smoking-in-Movies.pdf  

http://otru.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/OTRU-Smoking-in-Movies.pdf
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http://otru.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/OTRU-Smoking-in-Movies.pdf
http://otru.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/OTRU-Smoking-in-Movies.pdf
http://otru.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/OTRU-Smoking-in-Movies.pdf
http://otru.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/OTRU-Smoking-in-Movies.pdf
http://otru.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/OTRU-Smoking-in-Movies.pdf
http://otru.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/OTRU-Smoking-in-Movies.pdf


Study Aims 

1. Examine number of incidents of onscreen 

tobacco in movies released from 2004 to 

2013  

 

2. Estimate impact on youth smoking.  



Method 

 Sample of 1434 top-grossing movies 

released to theatres (2004 -2013) 

 

 Assessed:  

 Tobacco incidents (occurrences of tobacco use or 

implied use) 

 Tobacco impressions (number of tobacco 

incidents multiplied by paid admissions per 

movie) 



Method (cont’d): Smoking initiation  

 37% of youth smokers in the population are 

likely to have started smoking because of 

seeing onscreen smoking. 

 We multiplied the attributable risk estimate 

with the number of Ontario adolescent 

smokers aged 12-17.  

 



Exposure 

 

818 movies (57%) 

onscreen tobacco 



 

701 of 818 (86%) with tobacco 

YOUTH RATED 

 

(compare to 54% in US) 



Incidents 

 

26,850 tobacco incidents 

 

85% in youth-rated movies 

(compare to 42% in US) 

 

 



Impressions 

 

 

8.1 billion impressions 

 

86% in youth-rated movies 

  



Impact on Youth 

 

 Over the 7 years it is estimated that, on average, 

13,241 current smokers in Ontario aged 12-17 

were recruited to smoking in a year. 

 

 It is projected that, on average, 4,237 of these 

smokers will die prematurely as a result of 

tobacco imagery in movies.  

 



Under-estimate? 

 Ontario rating system is less conservative 

than that in the US 

 

 Absence of conventional cigarette 

advertising in Ontario may increase the 

relative importance of movies as a 

promotion medium and thereby increase the 

attributable risk fraction.  



OFRB Tobacco-related Labels 

 The study found discrepancies between the 

tobacco-related labels posted by the OFRB 

and the tobacco content reported by 

independent monitors. The OFRB tended to 

issue tobacco related detailed observations 

and content advisories for movies with a higher 

number of tobacco incidents. Further 

exploration is warranted to better understand 

the OFRB practice of applying tobacco alerts 

to movies. 



Scientific Recommendation 

The Smoke-Free Ontario Scientific Advisory 

Committee (SAC): 

 

Require adult ratings (18A in Ontario) for 

movies with any tobacco imagery  



Get Involved: 

Endorse WHO five recommendations 

Monitor 

Raise awareness 

Collaborate 

 



Questions? 



Your feedback is important to us! 

 

A link to our webinar survey will be emailed to you 

following this webinar. 

Program Training and Consultation Centre 

Thank you for participating 
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For more information about the services and resources of the 

Program Training & Consultation Centre  

Contact: 
 

1-800-363-7822 

admin@ptcc-cfc.on.ca 
 

www.ptcc-cfc.on.ca 
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